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CALTCM is a non-profit association.
Please consider supporting our efforts with

a donation to CALTCM and/or 
by joining/renewing your membership today.

Visit: caltcm.org

Non-Profit Status
The California Association of Long Term Care Medicine (CALTCM) is currently exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code. Contributions or charitable donations made to our non-profit organization are tax-deductible under section
170 of the Code.

To request a copy of our 501(c)(3) status letter or current Form W-9, please contact the CALTCM Executive Office at (888)
332-3299 or e-mail: info@caltcm.org
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Webinar Planning Committee
Patricia Latham Bach, PsyD, RN

Heather D’Adamo, MD
Janice Hoffman-Simen , Pharm.D., EdD, APh, BCGP, FASCP

Ashkan Javaheri, MD
Albert Lam, MD

Anne-Marie Louissaint, LNHA, RCFE, MHA
Jay Luxenberg, MD

Tina Meyer, DHSc, MS, PA-C
Karl Steinberg, MD, CMD, HMDC

Michael Wasserman, MD, CMD
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Webinar Series Sponsor

Platinum Donor
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CALTCM.org @CALTCM #CALTCM

Upcoming Webinars
New Zoom link will be shared

for future webinars.

February 8 & 22

March 8 & 22
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Housekeeping
• Please mute your microphone when you are not speaking to keep 

background noise to a minimum.
• Please use the chat box to submit your questions.
• During Q&A, you are invited to unmute your line to ask questions and 

participate in the discussion.
• Please do not talk over others.
• Review your name and make any necessary adjustments.
• Close all other windows and apps, especially mail and messaging 

programs.
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Webinar Faculty
Josh Allen, RN, C-AL

Registered Nurse

Principal, Allen Flores Consulting 
Group
COVID-19 Consultant, California 
Department of Social Services
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Louise Aronson, MD, MFA
Professor of Medicine
UCSF Division of Geriatrics
Author, New York Times bestseller and 
Pulitzer Prize finalist, Elderhood: Redefining 
Aging, Transforming Medicine, and 
Reimagining Life
Member, California state COVID-19 vaccine 
allocation workgroup and memory care and 
assisted living task forces

Webinar Faculty
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Araceli Chavez, LVN
Director of Staff Development
Infection Preventionist
Advanced Health Care of Sacramento

Webinar Faculty

9



CALTCM COVID-19 Webinar Series 
Vaccination Lessons Learned in the SNF 
and RCFE

1/25/21

4

January 25, 2021

Jay Luxenberg, MD
Chief Medical Officer, On Lok
CALTCM, Wave Editor-in-Chief

Webinar Faculty
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Webinar Moderator
Karl E. Steinberg, MD, CMD, HMDC
President-Elect, AMDA: The Society for Post-
Acute and Long-Term Care Medicine; 
CALTCM BOD Member; Chief Medical Officer, 
Mariner Health Care; Past Chair, Coalition for 
Compassionate Care of California
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Michael Wasserman, MD, CMD
Geriatrician
Immediate Past-President and 
Chair, Public Policy Committee
CALTCM

Webinar Faculty
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Vaccination Lessons Learned
in the SNF and RCFE

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA-NC
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COVID-19 
Vaccines
Lessons 
Learned in 
SNFs
Michael Wasserman, MD, CMD
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SNF Lessons Learned

• Verbal consent
• Vaccine Confidence amongst staff
• Rigidity of “clinics”
• How to vaccinate new residents, staff
• How will vaccinations impact visitation and testing rules
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https://counterinformation.wordpress.com/2020/05/22/fast-tracking-a-covid-19-vaccine-why-should-we-worry/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://www.pictofigo.com/image/Medical/5
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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COVID-19 
Vaccines
Lessons 
Learned in 
RCFEs
Louise Aronson, MD
UCSF, SFDPH, CDSS
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Pharmacy Partnership Problem Areas
• Little/no Industry expertise

• Didn’t know LTC/ALF terminology, variety, governance
• Didn’t understand how often residents would miss 

vaccination clinics
• Consent

• Corporate-focused legal protections, not facility-, 
resident- or staff-centered

• Forms with challenging print size, PHI, language, 
literacy

• Communication
• With facilities: unclear, inconsistent, not timely
• Lots of time wasted by all parties because of facility 

anxiety in communication vacuum
• Leadership v. field staff, different regions: different 

messages
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Pharmacy Partnership Problem Areas
• Data

• Redundancies
• Some sites appear many times on lists

• No single source
• CDC àstate àDPH = game of telephone 
à errors

• Inadequate
• Only tracking how #vaccinated/#in facility
• Critical data not being collected

• Reasons for hesitancy/refusal
• Side effects in residents

• Follow-up
• Nothing official, team dependent
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Lessons Learned
Logistics and communication 

• Need to happen in tandem with 
science

• If the government outsources a critical 
public health function, it must ensure 
those responsible have capability in all 
essential functions

Vaccines
• Many reasons for refusal

Leadership
• Needs to better reflect workforce 

racially, ethnically, linguistically
• Creating pathways for advancement 

will help this sector in many ways

ALF
• Communication is unreliable, 

especially digitally
• It makes no sense to lump B&C with 

ALF with RCFE
• Can congregate facilities for elders be 

safe without medical partnerships?
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COVID-19 
Vaccines
Lessons 
Learned in 
ALFs
Josh Allen, RN, C-AL 
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COVID Vaccines in Assisted Living

• Communication is key (phone, email, etc)
• Consents and insurance – Do you have current 

Medicare numbers?
• Scheduling – Be flexible
• Previously COVID positive CAN be vaccinated
• TB tests should wait 4 weeks after vaccination
• What if I miss my second dose?
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Q & A

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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BE PREPARED
SAVE A LIFE!
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https://practicalwanderlust.com/2016/06/best-weekend-trips-bay-area.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

